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Peter Lance, MD is Professor of Medicine, Molecular and Cellular Biology, and
Public Health at the University of Arizona. Dr. Lance is a board certified internist and
gastroenterologist. Currently he is the Chief Cancer Control Officer at the Arizona
Cancer Center (AZCC, a NCI-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center) and
leader of AZCC’s Cancer Prevention and Control Program, which is funded by the
National Institutes of Health. He is also medical director of the University of
Arizona’s Clinical Research Unit. Dr. Lance is an experienced translational and
clinical investigator. He has supervised multiple PhD and MD, PhD doctoral
students. He is overall PI for a P01 grant, Colon Cancer Prevention Program Project
(CCPPP), and Leader for Project 1 of CCPPP, which is a multi-center randomized
controlled trial of a selenium intervention for the prevention of colorectal adenoma
recurrence. Dr. Lance is also PI of a R01, Colorectal SELECT Ancillary Study. Dr.
Lance has successfully participated in many basic and translational studies within
the clinical trials conducted by his group. Dr Lance holds several editorial positions
in prestigious journals like Cancer Epidemiology Biomarkers & Prevention and
Journal of Clinical Oncology.

Argyrios Ziogas, PhD is an Associate Professor and Biostatistician in the
Epidemiology Department at UC Irvine. His main research interest is in the
development of statistical methodology and analysis of data in a number of key
areas including tumor characteristics of a patients; statistical models for analysis of
case-control and cohort studies; statistical analysis for survival data; the examination
of gene-environment and gene-gene interactions that may be involved in the etiology
of cancer. Medical applications of his research include the use of efficient designs
that allow for the testing of hypotheses concerning gene- environment interactions or
effect modifications related to the etiology of major solid tumors like colorectal
cancer. Dr Ziogas has published extensively in international journals like Cancer
Research, Journal of Clinical Oncology, Breast Cancer research.

Natalia Ignatenko, PhD is an Associate Professor of Cell Biology & Anatomy at the
College of Medicine University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona. She received the Ph.D.
in Oncology from RE Kavetsky Institute of Oncology Problems, Kiev, Ukraine, and
completed her postdoctoral training in Cancer Biology at the Arizona Cancer Center,
University of Arizona. Her research is focused on signal transduction pathways
which regulate gene expression downstream of APC tumor suppressor gene and K-
RAS and C-MYC oncogenes during colon tumorigenesis. She has an extensive
experience in developing Genetically Engineered Mouse (GEM) models of
gastrointestinal cancer and currently serves as Co-Director of the Experimental
Mouse Shared Service at the Arizona Cancer Center. Dr. Ignatenko published
several research papers in international journals like Ann N Y Acad Sci, Nutr

   Cancer, and  Biol. Chem.
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Jason A. Zell, DO, MPH is Assistant Professor of Medicine and epidemiology,
and Deputy Director of the Hematology/Oncology Fellowship Program at the
University of California, Irvine. He is board certified in Internal Medicine, and
Medical Oncology by the American Board of Internal Medicine. With a focus on
treatment and prevention of gastrointestinal malignancies, he serves as a
translational oncology researcher and faculty member at the National Cancer
Institutes-Designated Chao Family Comprehensive Cancer Center at UC Irvine
since 2007. Dr. Zell published more than 55 manuscripts in prestigious
international cancer research journals and authored 2 book chapters. Dr. Zell is
an NIH funded researcher and focuses his research on genetic epidemiology of
colorectal cancer. He is a principal investigator or co-investigator on several
NIH-funded cancer prevention trials involving patients with gastrointestinal
malignancies

Randall F. Holcombe, MD is a Professor of Medicine, Division of Hematology and
Oncology and Director of Clinical Cancer Affairs at Mt. Sinai Medical Center, New
York. Dr Holcombe holds several other important positions. He is the Medical
Director, Ruttenberg Treatment Center, Director of Gastrointestinal Medical
Oncology, and Associate Director for Clinical Affairs, Tisch Cancer Institute. Dr.
Holcombe currently directs clinical, translational and basic science research. Dr.
Holcombe’s key interests in the area of basic cancer research include cancer
immunology, Wnt signaling in colon cancer cells and integrative oncology. Dr.
Holcombe is a well established clinical researcher who focuses on the clinical
trials involving colorectal cancer and other GI malignancies. Dr. Holcombe’s
research has been funded by the NIH and multiple foundations. He published
more than 60 peer-reviewed articles in international journals and more than 120
conference abstracts. Dr. Holcombe serves on Editorial Boards of Anti Cancer
Drugs and Cancer Management and Research.

Gopala Kovvali Ph.D. Executive Editor of the Journal of Carcinogenesis and
founder of Carcinogenesis Foundation, a non-profit organization that strives to
understand the genesis of cancers in order to prevent and cure. Dr. Kovvali is an
Adjunct faculty in the department of Genetics, Rutgers University, New
Brunswick, NJ, USA. He published several research papers on topics including
DNA repair mechanisms in peer reviewed international journals like Science,
Journal of Biological Chemistry and Federation of European Biochemical Societies
Letters, Biopolymers. His research focused on gastrointestinal carcinogenesis
mechanisms in patients with cancer-prone inflammatory bowel disease. He
identified a heat shock protein, TCP-1, and demonstrated its potential as a
diagnostic biomarker of the disease status in ulcerative colitis patients. Dr.
Kovvali floated a concept “Acquired Risk for Cancer Incidence” to rationalize the
observation of increase in risk of cancer incidence among those

who migrate from the East to the West. He strongly believes that this phenomenon serves as a conceptual
framework to investigate carcinogenesis. Dr. Kovvali’s current interests are in global cancer prevention
education and public health related issues.
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